AWARE Simcoe MUNICIPAL ELECTION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – 2014                                    
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www.aware-simcoe.ca 

2014 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire

This questionnaire has been compiled by AWARE Simcoe with input from twelve other like-minded NGOs.
AWARE Simcoe considers the preservation of farmland, the protection of water quality and natural heritage and providing transparency in government decision making to be the primary issues of this election. Our goal is to elect representatives who support those objectives.


Question 1 
If elected, will you undertake to make decisions consistent with the protection of food producing farmland (classes 1 – 4) and source water regions?
Answer:             Yes       x                         No        

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 2 
Will you sign/have you signed the Food and Water First Pledge?  http://foodandwaterfirst.com/pledge/ 

Answer:
Yes
  x                 No               
  

Question 3 

Are you prepared to make Natural Heritage preservation in Simcoe County a priority? 
Answer:             Yes        x                 No               
                                                                                 

Question 4

 If elected, will you:
a) Hold closed meetings only when absolutely necessary.
Answer:             Yes      x                        No            

b) Will you support video recording council meetings, including County Council?


Answer:
Yes
   x         

No           

c) Seek public input for any new development proposals within your municipality? 

Answer:             Yes          x                     No              
       
d) Support the use of the Provincial Ombudsman to investigate in-camera meeting violations?

Answer:             Yes           x                   No            


Question 5 

If elected, will you undertake to only support new private development proposals that have had a cost/benefit analysis (including impact on urban sprawl and municipal taxes) done by the municipality and paid for by the developer.
Answer:             Yes            x          No                 

Question 6
If elected, will you support the creation of a lobby registry for local and County government?
Answer:             Yes               x                   No             
                                                                  

Question 7
a)  
Does your campaign accept corporate or union donations?

 Answer:      Yes      x                  No             


COMMENTS:
With respect to question #1, part of our moral responsibilities should be to make efforts to ban GMO’s from any and all parts of our food producing regions.  Over 70 countries in the world have banned GMO’s.  GMO food such as corn for example, has been proven to produce less nutrients and vitamins than non GMO corn.  It is bad enough already that are food is loaded with chemical herbicides, pesticides, fungicides, and so on.  Numerous studies have proven these chemicals along with low nutrition levels are found in the food we eat compared to organic non GMO food.  We need to emphasize focus on ethics above profits and enhancing shelf life of the food which is harmful to our health.  This is what true protection of our food producing farmland is all about.
With respect to source water regions, what is the point of protecting our water when we add fluoride to drinking water?  Fluoride is officially labelled as hazardous waste that is highly toxic (more toxic than lead).  Fluoride needs to be handled with gloves and respirator masks in larger quantities. People still get cavities in their teeth.  Fluoride toothpaste labels have a warning to call the local poison control center if swallowed.  In fact, studies have shown fluoride does little to help out teeth.  Furthermore, multiple studies performed by doctors and scientists around the world have shown a link between fluoride consumption and arthritis, cancer, diabetes, thyroid disease, kidney disease, low bone density, and several other degenerative conditions.  Anybody can easily research this information online.  We need to come together to remove fluoride from our water supply and protect the water we drink, this is what protecting our water is really about.
Candidate Name:                   
    Municipality                  
 
Date:

Tino Smardenka                               Wasaga Beach                          9/19/2014

Please return the completed questionnaire to the sender as soon as possible, but not later than September 19, 2014. The results will be posted on the AWARE Simcoe website. 
Thank you for completing the AWARE Simcoe Candidate Questionnaire. 
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