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www.aware-simcoe.ca 
2014 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire
This questionnaire has been compiled by AWARE Simcoe with input from twelve other like-minded NGOs.

AWARE Simcoe considers the preservation of farmland, the protection of water quality and natural heritage and providing transparency in government decision making to be the primary issues of this election. Our goal is to elect representatives who support those objectives.

Question 1 

If elected, will you undertake to make decisions consistent with the protection of food producing farmland (classes 1 – 4) and source water regions?
Answer:             Yes     X                            No        


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 2 

Will you sign/have you signed the Food and Water First Pledge?  http://foodandwaterfirst.com/pledge/    DONE SO

Answer:
Yes  X                    No               
  

Question 3 
Are you prepared to make Natural Heritage preservation in Simcoe County a priority? 
Answer:             Yes      X                   No               
                                                                                 

Question 4
 If elected, will you:

a) Hold closed meetings only when absolutely necessary.
Answer:             Yes      X                        No            

b) Will you support video recording council meetings, including County Council?

Answer:
Yes
X            

No           

c) Seek public input for any new development proposals within your municipality? 
Answer:             Yes        X                       No              
       
d) Support the use of the Provincial Ombudsman to investigate in-camera meeting violations?
Answer:             Yes       X                        No            


Question 5 
If elected, will you undertake to only support new private development proposals that have had a cost/benefit analysis (including impact on urban sprawl and municipal taxes) done by the municipality and paid for by the developer.

Answer:             Yes     X                  No                Yes, in general terms.

Question 6
If elected, will you support the creation of a lobby registry for local and County government?

Answer:             Yes                                  No             
        Details?                                                          


Question 7
a)  
Does your campaign accept corporate or union donations?

 Answer:      Yes                        No           X   No donations whatsoever.  Self-financed.  


COMMENTS:
Farmland - especially GOOD farmland, should be preserved for  future generations - indeed.

Q5:  Yes, but a flat-out rule may be unfair to a very SMALL proposal, where the potential impacts (or non-impacts) are quite obvious.  Cost factors for 'the developer'.  I'm talking a situation of say, sub-dividing an existing building lot into a 2 or 3 or so - individual lots.  Where initial lot size is sufficient, of course.

Q7:  Beholden to no-one:

I think politics - on all levels - should depart from the line of thinking that it takes $ to get elected.

What should get individuals and political parties elected SHOULD BE sound political & societal objectives, new creative ideas and a positive long-term vision for our future.

What SHOULD NOT get people / parties elected are 'inside ties' & obligations; rewarding paid lobbyist groups and secretive 'behind-closed-doors' agendas.

"PAY-TO-PLAY POLITICS"
Hello again, it's ELECTION TIME!

Of that - I'm well AWARE...

Filed back in January ~

With the CANDIDATE - LIST, quite bare

It's been a quiet Summer ~

Compared to 'twenty-ten'

Night & day, I'd dare to say

But, the DUMP was 'way back when'

A recent disappointment ~

I see FOTTSA has their 'SLATE'

Not a PEEP I heard from them

For the record, what a state!

Nary a single question

"Your PLATFORM?" / "Where do you stand?"

Is this OPEN politics...

Or a facade, is this my hand?

I think that's dirty-dealing ~

But I'm not about to fold

I speak out when I see things WRONG

I just don't 'do as I am told'

And to the Chamber of Commerce:

I emailed you this thought ~

I'd pay my "share of costs", indeed,

But beyond that - I think not!

I was looking forward to the debate

Lots of ideas & things to say ~

But "50 bucks" is a lot to me

Politics... and PAY to PLAY

A self-financed campaign

'Beholden to NO-one' ~

That's the way it really should be

When all is said and done.

Peter E Davenport

TINY TOWN(SHIP)

Candidate Name:                   
    Municipality                  
 
Date:
…….................................        
   …………………………       

………………....... 


Please return the completed questionnaire to the sender as soon as possible, but not later than September 19, 2014. The results will be posted on the AWARE Simcoe website. 

Thank you for completing the AWARE Simcoe Candidate Questionnaire. 
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