AWARE Simcoe MUNICIPAL ELECTION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – 2014                                    
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www.aware-simcoe.ca 

2014 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire

This questionnaire has been compiled by AWARE Simcoe with input from twelve other like-minded NGOs.
AWARE Simcoe considers the preservation of farmland, the protection of water quality and natural heritage and providing transparency in government decision making to be the primary issues of this election. Our goal is to elect representatives who support those objectives.


Question 1 
If elected, will you undertake to make decisions consistent with the protection of food producing farmland (classes 1 – 4) and source water regions?
Answer:             Yes         x                 No              

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 2 
Will you sign/have you signed the Food and Water First Pledge?  http://foodandwaterfirst.com/pledge/ 

Answer:
  Yes
     x               No               
  

Question 3 

Are you prepared to make Natural Heritage preservation in Simcoe County a priority? 
Answer:             Yes            x             No                
                                                                                 

Question 4

 If elected, will you:
a) Hold closed meetings only when absolutely necessary.
Answer:             Yes          x                    No            

b) Will you support video recording council meetings, including County Council?


Answer:
 Yes        x       
           No           

c) Seek public input for any new development proposals within your municipality? 

Answer:            Yes        x                      No            
       
d) Support the use of the Provincial Ombudsman to investigate in-camera meeting violations?

Answer:            Yes         x                     No            


Question 5 

If elected, will you undertake to only support new private development proposals that have had a cost/benefit analysis (including impact on urban sprawl and municipal taxes) done by the municipality and paid for by the developer?
Answer:                Yes                         No              

This is a maybe, only because you get what you pay for. An independent study would be much more beneficial to municipalities, and often the experts live right in those communities. Still, the developer should pay for it, but most certainly not have a choice in who does the study or influence of the findings.
Question 6
If elected, will you support the creation of a lobby registry for local and County government?
Answer:                Yes                         No      x       
                                                                  
No, this would hamper local group’s ability to get needs addressed if lobbying was formalized.  My observation where this is a practice is, too often the ill that is meant to be cured has a boomerang effect on unintended applications of such rules and regulations, stifling local access to government. Every time a person or group (large or small) connects with a councilor, that’s lobbying. Be careful what you wish for.  Any organization or individual should be free to contact any elected representative, but under no circumstances should money or favours change hands. If some nefarious lobbying is occurring (i.e. slanted info) than others can certainly take up the mantle and counteract. Not all politicians are dumb enough to take everything at face value. This one certainly isn’t.

Question 7
Does your campaign accept corporate or union donations?

Answer:               Yes        x                No             

Haven’t received any as yet, there are some corporations I would not take donations from. I can’t think of a reason why Union donations, in general, would be a problem. Anyone who wishes to donate to my campaign and expects something in return, a) isn’t doing it for the right reasons and b) I wouldn’t take their money.

COMMENTS:
You should know this about me; when Lakehead University was just an idea about to happen I suggested to the group lobbying to establish the university (by this time the university was going to happen) that a course of study would be something like “Inland Water Marine Biology.” The thought was, we sit on a huge aquifer, have two large lakes with three land qualities (Canadian Shield, alvar and farmland converging in one place - what better place to study what is happening to water and research methods of preservation and clean up. Of course Lakehead now has an important Environmental Studies department.
I also produce Focus on Nature with Bob Bowles on Rogers TV. Why? Because Bob is an expert, has connections and the message of the episodes is one the public needs to hear.
Way back I supported the establishment of a recycling program in Orillia, morally, in action, and with exposure on television.

I spoke out publicly regarding the cutting down of trees on the trail in Orillia for hydro lines.

I could go on all night with this, but you have before you a candidate that is aware and sensitive to environmental issues and my past actions show it.
As to the questionnaire, I understand what you as an organization are striving for, but I find some of the questions and yes/no answers too black and white. We don’t live in a black and white world, Better to be cognizant of the pitfalls and act accordingly than shut down one side or the other completely.
Also, I have proposed the establishment of a creative arts center in Orillia, a research first institution, to bring together creatives from all walks - not just arts but in technology too - to invent the future. The environment is certainly on my radar with that. One never knows where the next great idea comes from and just who the people are that can solve problems or make solutions/ideas practical.  
Candidate Name:                   
    Municipality                  
 
Date:

John Swartz                                       Orillia      

                       Sept. 12/14 


Please return the completed questionnaire to the sender as soon as possible, but not later than September 19, 2014. The results will be posted on the AWARE Simcoe website. 
Thank you for completing the AWARE Simcoe Candidate Questionnaire. 
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