AWARE Simcoe MUNICIPAL ELECTION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – 2014                                    
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www.aware-simcoe.ca 

2014 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire

This questionnaire has been compiled by AWARE Simcoe with input from twelve other like-minded NGOs.
AWARE Simcoe considers the preservation of farmland, the protection of water quality and natural heritage and providing transparency in government decision making to be the primary issues of this election. Our goal is to elect representatives who support those objectives.


Question 1 
If elected, will you undertake to make decisions consistent with the protection of food producing farmland (classes 1 – 4) and source water regions?
Answer:             Yes          x                No              

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 2 
Will you sign/have you signed the Food and Water First Pledge?  http://foodandwaterfirst.com/pledge/ 

Answer:
  Yes
  x                  No               
  

Question 3 

Are you prepared to make Natural Heritage preservation in Simcoe County a priority? 
Answer:             Yes           x              No                
                                                                                 

Question 4

 If elected, will you:
a) Hold closed meetings only when absolutely necessary.
Answer:             Yes       XXX                    No            

b) Will you support video recording council meetings, including County Council?


Answer:
 Yes      x         
           No           

c) Seek public input for any new development proposals within your municipality? 

Answer:            Yes         x                    No            
       
d) Support the use of the Provincial Ombudsman to investigate in-camera meeting violations?

Answer:            Yes       x                      No            


Question 5 

If elected, will you undertake to only support new private development proposals that have had a cost/benefit analysis (including impact on urban sprawl and municipal taxes) done by the municipality and paid for by the developer?
Answer:                Yes          x               No              

Question 6
If elected, will you support the creation of a lobby registry for local and county government?
Answer:                Yes         x                No             
                                                                  

Question 7
Does your campaign accept corporate or union donations?

Answer:               Yes                        No      x       


COMMENTS:
I have consistently used my positions as political and environmental consultant, municipal staff, mayor and regional councillor to initiate or participate in a range of environmental issues dating to the 1980’s WWF national Endangered Spaces (habitat) Campaign, the-then Town of Markham’s leading edge waste reduction programme in the mid 90’s, and as co-chair of York Region’s pesticide Reduction Task force – resulting in ground-breaking pesticide reduction and use guidelines. From 1996 to 2003 I was consultant to and then Board Member representing York Region at Large to the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority with the mandate to expand the jurisdiction to include all watershed municipalities, which I successfully accomplished except for the City of Orillia (something I will definitely pursue if elected). While Mayor of Georgina I successfully pushed back a proposed development to save old growth forest, and obtained federal/provincial funding for the largest project in the history of the Town – water and sewer service for 2,400 homes and 300 lots of record from Orchard Beach to Jackson’s Point (all waterfront communities) resulting in the reduction of phosphorus loading into Lake Simcoe by 2 tonnes.
I have learned from the rapid developer-controlled growth in York Region that steps must be taken to protect our farmlands, aquifers and natural heritage – one of the most important of which is reform of the OMB.

For the past 4 years the City of Orillia has held closed door meetings on an almost weekly basis. There must be a mechanism to govern the frequency of such meetings and reform the allowable reasons for them.
Candidate Name:                   
    Municipality                  
 
Date:

Jeffrey Holec        
                           Orillia   

                       September 14, 2014 


Please return the completed questionnaire to the sender as soon as possible, but not later than September 19, 2014. The results will be posted on the AWARE Simcoe website. 
Thank you for completing the AWARE Simcoe Candidate Questionnaire. 
1
2

