AWARE Simcoe MUNICIPAL ELECTION CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE – 2014                                    
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2014 Municipal Election Candidate Questionnaire

This questionnaire has been compiled by AWARE Simcoe with input from twelve other like-minded NGOs.
AWARE Simcoe considers the preservation of farmland, the protection of water quality and natural heritage and providing transparency in government decision making to be the primary issues of this election. Our goal is to elect representatives who support those objectives.


Question 1 
If elected, will you undertake to make decisions consistent with the protection of food producing farmland (classes 1 – 4) and source water regions?
Answer:             Yes         x                        No        

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 2 
Will you sign/have you signed the Food and Water First Pledge?  http://foodandwaterfirst.com/pledge/ 

Answer:
Yes
    x                No               
  

Question 3 

Are you prepared to make Natural Heritage preservation in Simcoe County a priority? 
Answer:             Yes          x               No               
                                                                                 

Question 4

 If elected, will you:
a) Hold closed meetings only when absolutely necessary.
Answer:             Yes         x                     No            

b) Will you support video recording council meetings, including County Council?


Answer:
Yes
      x      

No           

c) Seek public input for any new development proposals within your municipality? 

Answer:             Yes             x                  No              
       
d) Support the use of the Provincial Ombudsman to investigate in-camera meeting violations?

Answer:             Yes              x                 No            


Question 5 

If elected, will you undertake to only support new private development proposals that have had a cost/benefit analysis (including impact on urban sprawl and municipal taxes) done by the municipality and paid for by the developer.
Answer:             Yes            x           No                 

Question 6
If elected, will you support the creation of a lobby registry for local and County government?
Answer:             Yes                 x                 No             
                                                                  

Question 7
a)  
Does your campaign accept corporate or union donations?

 Answer:      Yes                        No       x      


COMMENTS:
I am proud to have already signed the Food and Water First pledge. Bradford West Gwillimbury has fantastic agricultural resources as well as a beautiful watershed in the Holland Marsh. I believe we must protect these valuable resources, because once they have been destroyed through sprawl and development, we don’t get a second chance to get them back. Having grown up in Bradford West Gwillimbury, the environment has always been near to my heart, and I was personally responsible for the implementation of composting units at Bradford District High School. I also helped conceive the Re-Wild Project to protect Lake Simcoe. If elected, I will continue to protect farmland and our water, as well as make natural heritage a priority. 
Transparent campaign finances are extremely important to me. I believe that an elected representative must represent his or her constituents first, and my number one priority is to ensure that I am listening to the wants and needs of the residents of Ward 7, as well as those of Bradford, and present those views at council. I do not accept corporate, developer, and union donations, however, if a small, locally-owned business based in Bradford wishes to donate to my campaign, I will consider it. I am also in favour of reducing the amount of in-camera meetings as well as increasing accountability and accessibility through recorded council meetings. My perspective is that I have nothing to hide, and I would love nothing more than to share my hard work and the activity of council with more people. 
I care very deeply about Bradford and about working hard to improve my community, and if you're interested in learning more about my campaign, my experience or my ideas, please don't hesitate to contact me. You can find me on Facebook at facebook.com/votenataliebwg and on Twitter at @nata1900. You can also reach me personally at votenataliebwg@gmail.com or at (289)716-7047.
Candidate Name:                   
    Municipality                  
 
Date:

Natalie Petra        
   
    Bradford West Gwillimbury

August 29, 2014 


Please return the completed questionnaire to the sender as soon as possible, but not later than September 19, 2014. The results will be posted on the AWARE Simcoe website. 
Thank you for completing the AWARE Simcoe Candidate Questionnaire. 
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